	



	Minister Visits OARTY Agency

OARTY has taken extraordinary steps forward in securing positive relations with the new Minister of Children & Youth Services. Recently several OARTY Board Directors and members purchased tickets to a Liberal Party Fundraising Dinner; Minister Deb Matthews sat at the OARTY table conversing with OARTY representatives for a couple of hours. Each OARTY member informally spoke to the Minister about their respective agencies, and informed her about the overall concerns on behalf of the OARTY membership. The need for increased funding to our sector was the principle discussion topic. 

As a result of the discussions that evening, Minister Matthews accepted an invitation to visit Holloway House, an OARTY member group home in Stirling caring for medically fragile children and young adults. On Monday, June 10th Minister Matthews and her staff took a brief tour of Gord Moore's agency, spoke with the children in care and gained a better understanding of the good work that OARTY members do for Ontario’s most vulnerable children. To view Gord’s comments on the Minister’s meeting, see the link below. 

OARTY representatives have a formal meeting with Minister Matthews scheduled for later in June at which time our key concerns and issues will be presented in a formalized manner. Now that the Minister and her political staff are well aware of our sector’s position within the child welfare system, we anticipate positive results; we will forward the outcomes of that meeting to all current members. 

Aside from the Minister’s Office, other political doors have been opened during the last two months. OARTY representatives have had successful meetings with the Ministry of Finance and the Premier’s Office. At both meetings, top political staff have been informed about OARTY’s recommended policy changes for the residential care sector; these are based on the six points outlined within OARTY’s proposed Residential Care Model produced in October 2005. These, as well as our sector’s critical need for cost of living increases and staff salary increases remain paramount in all discussions.

Click HERE to read Gord Moore’s comments about the Minister’s visit to Holloway House.
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